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”I can turn on just the 

sections I want instead of 

having to delete things 

I don’t want.” 

Jon Styner
Partner 
Waterleaf Architecture

Over this period the firm has 
earned respect from clients
ranging from public officials to 
commercial developers for 
responsive client service, cost-
effective performance, creativity 
and environmental awareness 
on both new construction and 
renovation projects.  At least one 
of their four partners personally 
oversees every project.

Waterleaf brings their clients  
talented, hands-on architects 
and designers dedicated to 
creating smart, sustainable 
buildings and interiors that 
reflect the communities where 
they are located.  Whether 
the work is an office building, 
transportation facility, neighbor-
hood center, medical lab or 
country club, the staff at 
Waterleaf pays close attention 

Waterleaf 
Architecture has 
been active in the 
Northwest since 
1952.  Their main 
focus is in four 
areas: 
commercial, 
transportation/
industrial, 
medical/dental 
and 
community.

to the people and the specifics of 
each situation.  Clients can count 
on them to address authentic 
conditions and real attitudes that 
exist and to use them as guides for 
designing structures clients can be 
proud of.

Waterleaf Architecture is 
committed to the implementation,  
increased understanding and 
advocacy of high quality design 
and building practices.  They 
approach all projects with a 
fundamental sensitivity to the 
environmental impacts of their 
work, both locally and beyond.  
They have incorporated the LEED™ 
Green Building Rating System 
checklist into their design projects.  
Their employees regularly attend 
educational seminars, workshops 
and training, allowing for a diverse 
wealth of information sharing.
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“The ability to copy sections 
from one project into a new 
project has provided a great 
productivity advantage.”

Jon Styner
Partner 
Waterleaf Architecture

The Need: Information today 
flows at a faster rate than ever 
before.  Enhancements to tech-
nology seem to occur overnight.  
Every company knows that to 
just keep up, what they really 
need to do is stay ahead.  And 
architectural firms know that 
having yesterday’s reference 
standards adds time and creates 
frustration when putting together 
specifications.  

In March 2003, this was 
where the staff at Waterleaf 
Architecture found themselves.  
They were allocating time 
and resources to keep their 
employees up-to-date with the 
latest information.  But their 
in-house specification writing 
process was languishing – so 
much so that they were out-
sourcing it.  They wanted to raise 
this aspect of their service to the 
same level they experienced in 
the rest of their business.  They 
knew SpecLink could help them 
meet this goal.

The Solution:  “We selected 
SpecLink because we needed a 
user-friendly software program 
that would provide us with auto-
matic updates for reference 
standards,” says Jon Styner, 
partner with Waterleaf 
Architecture.  “Because of the 
way SpecLink’s database system 
works, we now have a very easy 
to use specification software 
system that allows us to prepare 
concise specifications with up-to-
date reference standards.”  
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Due to the product’s relational 
database structure and BSD’s 
continuing comprehensive 
review of standards issued by 
185 different organizations, 
BSD SpecLink is by far the most 
up-to-date specification system 
available.  Standards are up-
dated quarterly in all sections 
affected by the changes, and the 
CSI/DBIA/BSD Technical Review 
Committee provides continuing 
oversight. 

In addition to knowing they have 
the latest reference standards, 
Styner also says that SpecLink 
has saved them time and money.  
“The ability to copy sections from 
one project into a new project 
has provided a great productivity 
advantage,” Styner states.  
“And if we need to send the 
information out in a different 
form, we can quickly convert to 
a word-processing file for large 
sub-consultant projects.”
  
The Outcome:   Waterleaf 
has been using SpecLink on 
a network since March 2003.  
When asked what he liked 
best about SpecLink, Styner 
responded, ”I can turn on just 
the sections I want instead of 
having to delete things I don’t 
want.”  He also likes the time it 
saves his firm.  He adds, “We 
are experiencing time savings of 
around 50% on most projects.  
We recently completed a com-
mercial project for the Local 49.  
I was able to produce the specifi-
cation much faster than by using 
our old word-processing based 
program.”  

For more information on BSD SpecLink, contact Bryant Hendricks:  
bhendricks@bsdsoftlink.com

BSD SpecLink is a powerful specification writing, management and 
production system with built-in intelligence designed to dramatically speed 
up editing tasks and reduce specification production time while minimizing 
errors and omissions. Users’ project files are each maintained in a single 
database, rather than in multiple word processing files.  Several model 
projects are included that allow the user to start with a pre-edited set of 
complete specifications.  Because the master data is always visible and 
never deleted, it is easy to review project choices or select alternatives.  
Users can also import their own custom sections and/or create model 
projects specific to company or project-related requirements.
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