Realistic, Updateable Cost Estimates at the Schematic Design Phase?
Introduction

BSD CostLink/AE includes RS Means Commercial Cost Models for 75 different building types. These
models make possible the generation of detailed cost estimates very early in a project. Furthermore, the
estimates can be refined as the project design develops by adjusting quantities and substituting materials
and systems for those used in the model. If the cost estimate is adjusted periodically to remain coordinated
with changes in the project design, the final cost estimate should be a reliable predictor of actual project
cost.

The RS Means models included in CostLink/AE are constructed of up to 75 separate assemblies, and each
assembly comprises 1 to 25 tasks and/or material components. The models operate through use of a
series of formulas that calculate the quantity of each assembly and the quantity of the member tasks in
each assembly, based on a small number of key parameters such as gross building area, length of
perimeter, and number of floors. These parameters, which are adjustable by the user, are used by the
formulas to project assembly quantities such as exterior closure area, slab on grade area, roof area, etc.
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Conclusion
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BSD is the only company that provides the RS Means modeling capability integrated with a full-featured
estimating system. CostLink/AE combines the extensive models database with the estimating power of
nearly 11,000 assemblies and 22,000 cost items in an easy-to-use, drag and drop interface. Several levels
of presentation quality reports add the finishing touch to a very clean and professional cost estimating
system that will be useful to any design professional interested in controlling building costs.
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